Theft and unauthorized use and sale of food stamps, mis-
labeling of meat and poultry destined for sale to the pub-
lic, commodity exchange fraud, and crimes on National
Forest lands arc among crimes falling within jurisdiction
of the Department of Agriculture.

As part of the national effort against narcotic addiction
and chronic drug abuse, the Department also has under-
taken programs to help combat international narcotics
traffic and to find methods of eradicating wild hemp
(marijuana) growing in parts of the United States.

The Department lias general law enforcement respon-
sibilities related to criminal violations of its many pro-
grams to aid those involved in the production and market-
ing of U.S. agricultural products. The Department's main
law enforcement arm is the Office of the Inspector
General (DIG).

Many of the laws which established the functions of
the Department cite criminal penalties for violations of
their provisions. In some of those, Congress described the
violations that would be subject to such penalties. In
others, Congress empowered the Secretary of Agriculture
to describe, in regulations, the violations that would be
subject to the criminal penalties in the acts.

Authority andl mission. The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) was created by the Act of Congress of
May 15, 1862 (5 U.S.G. 511) with power and respon-
sibilities defined as acquiring and making available to the
public "new and valuable seeds and plants" and "useful
information on subjects connected with agriculture."

During the ensuing years, Congress continued to assign
to USDA additional functions which now encompass
research, education, conservation, child nutrition, con-
sumer protection, plant and animal health, forestry, mar-
keting, agricultural credit and adjustment, rural housing
and development, acquisition and disposal of surplus
agricultural commodities, foreign agricultural affairs, and
various regulatory programs.

Law Enforcement Programs

Summaries of Department of Agriculture law enforce-
ment efforts are provided here. More complete descrip-
tions of programs and details of FY 1971 activities are
provided in subsequent portions of this chapter.

Protecting consumers and the Federal Government from
irregularities in the use and sale of food stamps is a high
priority law enforcement concern of the Department
of Agriculture.

Food stamps. In FY 1971, violations involving the Food
Stamp Program comprised the largest USDA criminal
investigative effort. Unauthorized use and sale of food
stamps and theft of food stamps from issuing offices were
the major offenses in this area. USDA is working to
combat this problem through intensive investigations by
OIG of those suspected of violations and the develop-
ment of improved security measures at issuing offices.

Rural assistance. Criminal violations connected with
rural assistance and loan programs also required exten-
sive investigative effort throughout the year. For example,
improper or illegal payments to producers have continued
to be a problem in the commodity price support program.
Falsification of loan applications and unauthorized dis-
position of mortgage livestock were among (he most com-
mon violations related to the rural loan program.

Intcragency cooperation. The investigative rale of OIG
often requires close cooperation with other Federal agen-
cies as well as State and local authorities. In investigating
improprieties on the part of meat inspectors and graders,
OIG has worked closely with U.S. attorneys, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, and the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. Coordination with State agencies is maintained in
order to ensure compliance when the processing and re-
tailing of meat or poultry products docs not involve
interstate .shipment.

Marijuana. USDA has encouraged farmers to cooperate
in a program to reduce the amount of wild hemp
(marijuana) growing wild in the United Stales, In FY
1971, the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
(BNDD) awarded USDA $85,000 to launch a pilot pro-
gram for the elimination of wild hemp in selected rural
areas. The program tested the feasibility of supporting
the eradication of the plant through cost-share subsidies
to farmers. It was found that the cost of this approach, on
a wide-scale treatment basis, would be excessive.

Narcotic plants. The Agricultural Research Service
(ARS) is contributing its technical capabilities to efforts
to combat drug abuse. A total of $2.1 million has been
appropriated to ARS in FY 1972 for research that could
lead to more effective means of destroying narcotic plants
and locating production areas. Some of this work will be
done in cooperation with BNDD scientists and in BNDD
facilities.
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